Freehold Regional High School District
English Summer Reading Assignment 2018

Core English Courses

The Freehold Regional High School District’s summer reading assignment is designed to prepare students
for the independent reading expectations of the upcoming school year, while also providing valuable
diagnostic information about students’ reading and writing skills early in the school year.

Students are responsible for acquiring copies of books. If a student is unable to obtain a copy of the
book, please contact your school’s Main Office. Copies are also available at local libraries.

Assignment:
During the first two weeks of the new school year, students will complete a timed, in-class essay
that will be used by the classroom teacher to inform instruction. The NJSLS-aligned rubric is
available for reference on the next page.

Grade 9: English 1 and Honors English 1

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
This New York Times bestseller tells the coming-of-age story of Esperanza Cordero and her life
growing up in Chicago with Chicanos and Puerto Ricans. Esperanza is determined to say
goodbye to her impoverished neighborhood. Major themes include her quest for a better life
and the importance of her promise to come back for "the ones left behind."

Grade 10: English 2 and Honors English 2

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life has
been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. When Lily’s
fierce-hearted stand-in mother Rosaleen insults three of the deepest racists in town, Lily
decides to spring them both free. They escape to the town that holds the secrets to her
mother’s past.

Grade 11: English 3 and Honors English 3

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
This allegorical novel tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who
yearns to travel in search of worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—
and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches about the essential
wisdom of listening to one’s heart, of recognizing opportunity, and learning to read the omens
strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow one’s dreams.

Grade 12: English 4 and Honors English 4

Night by Elie Wiesel
A memoir of the Nazi death camp horror that turns a young Jewish boy into an agonized
witness to the death of his family, the death of his innocence, and the death of his God.
Penetrating, powerful, and beautifully written, Night awakens the shocking memory of ultimate
evil and carries with it the unforgettable message that this horror must never be allowed to
happen again.
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